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ABSTRACT 

Education has always been shaped by the qualities and roles of teachers, which have evolved across 

different historical periods. This study explores the development of teacher characteristics from ancient 

to modern times through the analysis of authentic literary works. Ancient texts, philosophical writings, 

and classical literature often portray teachers as moral guides, spiritual mentors, and transmitters of 

wisdom. These works emphasize virtues such as discipline, knowledge, patience, and ethical 

responsibility, highlighting the teacher’s role in shaping both the intellectual and moral development of 

learners. As societies progressed into medieval and modern periods, literary sources began to reflect 

changing expectations of teachers. The teacher gradually emerged not only as a source of knowledge but 

also as a facilitator of learning, critical thinking, and personal development. Modern literary and 

educational writings emphasize qualities such as empathy, creativity, adaptability, and the ability to 

engage learners in collaborative and student-centered environments. By examining authentic literary 

works from different eras, this study aims to trace how social, cultural, and educational transformations 

influenced the perception and expectations of teachers. The analysis reveals that while the core values of 

dedication, knowledge, and ethical commitment remain constant, the roles and skills expected of teachers 

have expanded significantly over time. Understanding this historical evolution helps highlight the 

enduring importance of teacher qualities in shaping educational systems and learner outcomes. The study 

contributes to educational discourse by linking literary perspectives with contemporary understandings of 

effective teaching and professional teacher development. 
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